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holding out until they were relieved, the Govern-
ment crushed all opposition in the north-east and
centre, and held the whole of the south of Spain
save for a narrow corridor of land running northward
from the coast and including Algeciras, Cadiz and
Seville. The navy, for the most part, remained in
the service of the Government. According to
Nationalist propaganda, the Government achieved
this only by inciting the crews to murder their
officers and- take control of the -ships themselves.
It seems unlikely that the officers commanded so
little respect from their men, or that, the men
were so politically minded, as to make such a
scheme possible on a large scale. The more obvious
explanation is that the navy had escaped close
contact with Spain's internal quarrels, and so was
not politically embroiled; that in many cases, both
officers and men responded to official orders without
questioning their moral justification.
It was obvious at the outset, that with so much
lacking, Nationalist Spain could not rely on her
intrinsic strength to bring her victory, It was
essential that certain strategic and economic
advantages be gained immediately.
The only chance of maintaining a minimum of
sea power lay in gaining complete control of El
Ferrol, and of equal importance was El Ferrol's
huge naval arsenal. This was the only notable
port backed inland by substantially Nationalist
territory. Nevertheless the fighting in the port